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time and energy and effort to see if we can’t
get a good bill through the United States
Congress.

You might be able to tell, I’m kind of en-
thusiastic about my work. [Laughter] You
would be, too, if you got to see what I see.
See, I get to see an America from a different
perspective. I get to see an America that is—
loves her Government; sometimes they like
the President. [Laughter] But they care
about the country. This is a fantastic land.
It is a land of decent and caring and honor-
able citizens who really want the best for
their families and for their neighbors and for
their country.

It is a huge honor to be the President of
this great land. We’ve got some great causes
ahead of us: peace and prosperity. But there
is the mission also of lifting this country’s
spirit. And I’m dedicated to doing that. I
want to call upon the best of America and
American citizens. And I’m enthusiastic
about that calling, because I truly believe it
will leave this land a better place.

Thank you all for being here, and God
bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
June 20, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question covering the period
April 1 through May 31, 2001. The previous
submission covered events during the period
February 1 through March 31, 2001.

The United Nations continued in its ef-
forts to sustain the proximity talks that start-
ed in December 1999. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to
the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on June
21.

Remarks at Oak Mountain State Park
in Birmingham, Alabama
June 21, 2001

Thank you all very much. Please, be seat-
ed. Senator, thank you very much. It’s an
honor to be traveling back to Alabama today
with Jeff Sessions. I’m going to spend a little
time this evening touting his cause. But I will
tell you, he’s been a loyal friend, a strong
supporter of Alabama, and a great United
States Senator.

It’s an honor to be with members of the
Alabama congressional delegation here.
We’ve got six of them that flew down today.
These men are honest, decent, hard-working
people—had five Republicans, one Demo-
crat, all who worked together for doing
what’s right for Alabama. And I appreciate
so very much these fine gentlemen for trav-
eling with me today, and I’m proud to call
you friends.

It’s an honor to be here with the Lieuten-
ant Governor and the attorney general of the
State of Alabama. I want to thank Don
Cooley and Jimmy Shivers for giving me a
brief tour of this important part of the world.
I want to thank the YMCA and the coun-
selors at the YMCA and the young men and
women who are teaching children right from
wrong, teaching children that in life, some-
body does care for them. No better spot to
be learning compassion and love than in the
outdoors, and it’s an honor to be here.

It’s good to see my friend Ray Scott. Make
sure you behave yourself, Ray. [Laughter]
I’ve been knowing him a long time, and I
appreciate the members of the bass clubs
from around Alabama for being here to work
with the kids, to teach them how to fish, and
to teach them to appreciate the wonders of
nature.

I’m impressed by the fact that 600,000
people come to this park every year. It means
it’s just not a park for the few; it’s a park
for the many. And people come here for all


